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FOR IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE
April 16, 2007

The Alliance hosts a Defense Industry Trade Mission in
Hampton Roads

Hampton Roads - Following Defence Industry Day, a special event organized by the United Kingdom
Ministry of Defence Export Services Organisation (DESO) held aboard the HMS Ocean on Tuesday, April 17,
the Hampton Roads Economic Development Alliance will host a first ever Defense Industry Trade Mission. As
part of its efforts to attract new business to our region, HREDA is coordinating with DESO to show Hampton
Roads as a great place to establish a U.S. business presence during a two-day trade mission April 18 and 19.
The high profile trade mission results from British Ministry of Defence contacts made by the Alliance's senior
UK consultant, Charles Macdowell, during a September 2006 marketing mission in the UK.

Hosting 27 guests representing 12 British companies, HREDA will showcase the region's strategic technology
and defense related assets through a series of personal appointments, facility tours, and presentations. All
events have been arranged to allow the visiting companies an opportunity to evaluate Hampton Roads as a
premier business location. Guests will participate in 4 themed tracks over two days: modeling and simula-
tion, naval, homeland defense, and aerospace. Special speakers will include representatives from the civilian
business sector, education, and ranking officers from the Navy, Coast Guard and Air Force.

The mission will commence with a panel breakfast highlighting the international business community in the
Hampton Roads region on Wednesday morning. Case studies by UK defense related business in the region
will be presented and guests will be afforded opportunities to network with local economic developers,
members of the Alliance investor community, and strategic partners.

Designed to complement the Alliance's 2007 industry targets, the Defense Industry Trade Mission will lever-
age the region's strengths in business and quality of life, with hopes of attracting and ultimately securing
regional headquarters for international modeling and simulation, homeland security, aerospace, and other
defense related companies in Hampton Roads.
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